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AMENDMENT 




Unmarked Version 

fesented below are the amended claims in a clean, unmarked format. 
For the Examiner's convenience all pending claims are presented herein. 

Please amend the claims as follows: 



1 . I A method comprising: 



updating bidding information^as^iated with an itemMn an online 



^ e nvironment to reflecjra curjent bjd.associated withjh item in a 
^ live, in-person auction; 

accepting a bid from^ an online bidd er in the online environment reflecting 



the online iDidder's maximum proxy price; and 



^ bidding on bej/alf of the online bid^der against one or more live bidders that 
^ are participating in the live, in-person auction based upon the 



maximum proxy price. 



2. 



The method of claim 1, when^n said bidding on behalf of the online bidder 
comprises bidding an amount that exceeds the current bid so long as the 
amount does not exceep the maximum proxy price, and so long as the 
current bid is not that^f the online bidder 



The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

prior to the live, in-person auction, establishing a starting bid for the item 
by performing a pre-^uction bidding process in the online 
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environment for a predetenrfmed amount of time; and 



communicating the startina^id for the item to the live, in-person auction. 




4. (Twice Amended) A method comprising: 

establishing a starting bid for an itenry for a live portion of an auction by 
performing a pre-auction bidding process in an online environment 
for a predetermined amouryt of time; 

communicating the starting bid fpr the item to the live portion of the 
auction; and 

during the live auction portioiVof the auction: 

updating bidding inforjmation associated with the item in the online 
environment to reflect a current bid associated with the item 
in the live portion of the auction; 

accepting a bid from an online bidder in the online environment 
reflecting the online bidder's maximum proxy price; and 

bidding against one or more live bidders that are present at the live 
auction portion of the auction until one of: 

the maximum proxy price has been exceeded; and 

v 

no further live pids are received. 



5. ^ (Twice Amended) A computer system comprising: 



f\ ^a storage device having stored therein a one or more routines for 
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^ integrating an online bidding process y^ith a live portion of an 
^ auction; 

(f^ a processor coupled to the storagedevipe for executing the one or more 
0 routines to provicje^edbac^ bidders in an online 

"1 environment du^ live \)j>r\\ox\ of the auction and serve as a 
V ^ proxy bidd^f^for the online bidders, wh^ 

^ a s^ing bid is establishe/1 for an item for the live portion of the 
^^Jl /f ^^^^'^"^ perfornfiing a pre-auction bidding process in the 
^ / I ll online environment for a predetermined amount of time; 





{ feedback is provided to the online bidders by updating bidding 
information a^ociated wrth the item in the online 

\ J 

environment to reflect a current bid associated with the item 



during the live portion of the auction; and 



proxy biddingMs accomplished by accepting a bid from one or more 




of the online bidders reflecting the online bidders' maximum 



proxy price 



bidders against one or more live bidders participating in the 



live portion 



and bidding on behalf of the one or more online 



of the auction until the occurrence of one of: 



each of theione or more online bidders' maximum proxy 
pricelhas been exceeded; and 



no further live bids are received. 



6. (Twice Amended) A machineyeadable medium having stored thereon 
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data representing sequences of instructions, the sequences of instructions 
which, when executed by a pi/ocessor, cause the processor to: 

establish a starting bid for an item for a live portion of an auction by 

performing a pre-auction bidding process in an online environment 
for a predetermines amount of time; 




communicate the starting 



and 



environmen 



bid for the item to the live portion of the auction; 



during the live auction portion of the auction 



update bidding inlormation associated with the item in the online 



to reflect a current bid associated with the item 



in the live portion of the auction, 

accept a bid from an online bidder in the online environment 
reflecting the online bidder's maximum proxy price, and 

bid against one or more live bidders that are present at the live 
auction portion of the auction until one of: 

the maximum proxy price has been exceeded; and 



no further live btds are received. 
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